RPT BURTON AREA LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

held on Tuesday, 16th March 2010

at Burton Rugby Club, Peel Croft, Lichfield Street, Burton on Trent

 

The meeting began at 8.10 p.m. and the Chairman welcomed all to the meeting

Present:
All Clubs were represented apart from Pedigree & Lea Hall

 

1. Apologies:
Pedigree, Lea Hall

 

2. Minutes of Previous AGM

 

The previously circulated Minutes of the AGM held on Wednesday, 11th, March, 2009 were approved by the meeting and agreed as a true and correct record.

 

3. Matters arising

 

There were no matters arising.

 

4. Annual Accounts: Treasurer’s Report

 

· The Treasurer presented his report after circulating copies of the accounts. (attached item i.)  Nigel went on to say we had a surplus of £270 which was due to some fines and we had not had the expense of purchasing new trophies this year. 

· The balance stood at £1,355.   Fines for ‘late’ returns of £160 had been payable for 2009 
· The meeting was reminded that the fee of £10 per team for late entry still stood.  He reiterated that all Clubs should send in their details on or before 31st January each year as these are needed for the committee to plan the leagues for the forthcoming season. 
· Nigel went on to propose that the fees should remain as last year, being a charge of £7 per team with no charge for Cup Matches and the delegates voted all in favour.  There were no votes against.  Therefore the motion was carried. 
· The Treasurer mentioned that he had paid Staffs LTA fee of £25 for affiliation of the Burton Area Teams. 
· The Treasurer reminded Clubs that any engraving on trophies would be paid for by the League 
· The Treasurer’s report and recommendations were proposed, seconded and unanimously approved. 
 

5. Executive Committee Report  

 

. Executive Report given to the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the BURTON and DISTRICT TENNIS LEAGUE of 2010 by Chairman  Mark Haywood on behalf of the whole Committee .

 

 

We would like to start the report by saying a very big thank you to Olive Wright who has recently resigned as mixed league secretary.

Olive has given years of service to the committee and will be missed by all.

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Natalie Lomas who has stepped forward to take over the position of Mixed league secretary.

We are pleased to say that the majority of the fixtures for the 2009/10 season were fulfilled and that a number of issues that have been encountered by the league over the last few seasons have been addressed.

This not only has the effect of making life easier for everyone involved but also means that the Committee Report will be shorter.

 

There are though two remaining areas which the League needs to address.

 

The first is that all the league secretaries have been very disappointed in the quality of returns/match cards for the 2009 season.

 

Repeating what the Committee said last year:

 

Incomplete cards, no team names and general lack of detail for the information required, also cards were not returned on time and in some cases not at all.

 

We do understand that there may be stand-in captains but expect all clubs to inform who ever is completing the match card that we require the information in full and be returned in a legible state.

 

We have therefore proposed a rule change and the introduction of fines to try and improve the situation,

 

The second issue is the completion of the three cup tournaments. Once again clubs are struggling to arrange dates for the matches to be played.

With the agreement of Clubs at last years AGM we did move the tournament to the back end of the season with a completion date by Christmas.We again think that further discussion should take place at this year’s AGM to see if the situation can be improved.

 

We now move on to the subject of sponsorship for the Burton Tennis League.

We have been approached by RPT Europe to look at supporting our League and Website. Their objectives are to

 

To create the most complete programme of training, education, international certification and integral services to tennis professionals and their clubs, facilities and training centres, and to promote tennis at all the levels.

 

Or in other words RPT promote successful Spanish teaching methods to coaches within Clubs.

 

This is the first time the RPT have looked at sponsoring a League and it is the first time we believe that the league has been approached by a sponsor.

 

We do need to discuss this later in the AGM as without the approval of the Club representatives we cannot take it further,

 

We want to remind you of the following

 

Please inform the league secretaries of all nominated players before the first matches of the season

 

The league secretaries will be keeping a close eye on those players who play up and play down between teams in the 2010 season

 

Please keep league secretaries informed, especially of postponements, part played matches and cup results.

 

Do consult the league secretaries immediately in case of doubt or difficulty.

 

Our website address is www.burtontennis.com
 

Please keep the committee and all clubs informed of any changes to the master spreadsheet for club captains and who to contact for fixtures.

 

To make the league function it is the responsibility of the club representatives here today to inform their respective captains of the issues that have been raised in this committee report.

 

Please help us to continue to make this most enjoyable league run smoothly for the benefit of all. 

 

Finally, a thank you to those on Burton league committee whose effort and dedication continue to make the league work.

 

We look forward to the support of all the clubs in the 2010 season.

 

         Thank you

 

6. Election of Officers

 

I.
Chairman:    Mark Haywood  was prepared to continue in office and was re-elected unopposed.

II.
Treasurer: Nigel Smith (Netherseale) was prepared to continue in office


and was re-elected unopposed.

III.
Secretary: Jo Matkin (Grange) was prepared to continue in office


and was re-elected unopposed.

IV.
League Secretaries:

            Ladies:
Carole Green (Esporta) was prepared to continue in office and was re-elected unopposed.

Mixed:
Natalie Lomas (Netherseale) was prepared to continue in office and was re-elected unopposed.

Mens:
Martin Stanley was prepared to continue in office and was re-elected unopposed.

V.
Staffs LTA Representative: Chris Weir was prepared to continue in office and was re-elected unopposed.

 

7. League Rules

A new Rule regarding “Late and incomplete match cards’ was put to the meeting and after discussion the following was proposed, seconded and unanimously voted ‘For’.  None against.
Match Cards – full and complete score cards to be returned within 14 days of the match. Failure to do so will result in a fine of £10.  If there are 3 instances of non-compliance, without extenuating circumstances being agreed/advised to the League Secretary, the offending Club will have points docked.  The Committee’s decision will be final.”

 

The committee provided cards together with address labels to help Clubs.

 

8. Presentation of trophies

 

	2004

2005

2006

   2007

2008

20009

	LADIES Division


	1 Hospitals
Pedigree A

Netherseale A
   C/Broughton
Neth A

Neth A

	2 Denstone A
Etwall

Grange A
   
   L/Friary A
Littleover

Grangewood A

	3 De Ferrers
Esporta A

Ashby Castle 
   Littleover  A
N/Regis

Barton A

	4 E/Hill

Newton Regis
Littleover
  
   Grange B
L/Friary B

Spital B

	5
-

-

-


-

	 

	Ladies CLEMENTS CUP
Not completed 2009

	 

	MIXED Division


	1E/Hill A

Netherseale A
E/ Hill A
   
   E/Hill A

E/Hill

Neth A

	2L/Friary

Netherseale B
Denstone B
   Netherseal B
Lichfield A
Denstone A

	3Esporta B

Etwall A

Grange A
   
   Grangewood 
Esporta B

Barton A

	4Grangewood
Esporta A

E/Hill D
   
   Barton A

Denstone C
Grange B

	5-

-

-

   Denstone C
N/Regis

Barton B

	 

	Mixed MANNERS CUP

not completed 2009

	 

	MENS Division 

	1Netherseale 
NethersealeA
Netherseale A
Netherseale A
Neth A

Neth A

	2.Burton B

C/Broughton
Esporta A

Spital A

Esporta A

Denstone A

	3A/Castle A
Esporta A  
Denstone B
Netherseale C
L/Friary A

Esporta B

	4Esporta A
Esporta B

Netherseale D
Littleover

L/Friary B

Lea Hall

	5.Grangewood
Barton B

Littleover

Newton Regis
Etwall

Burton Juniors

	6.
-

-


-

Denstone C
Burton Brewers

	 

	Mens SALT CUP
Not completed 2009

	 


 

Trophies which had been returned to the meeting were presented.  

 

9. Any Other Business

 

i. Sponsorship :  The Chairman raised the point of RPT’s offer to support and  Sponsor the Burton Tennis league. We would be one of the first in the country to have our League sponsored in this way.  They would help enhancing and developing our web site.  RPT are recognised by the LTA and British Tennis.   Their role is to promote training education for tennis development at all levels within the Clubs. Mark went on to explain that the Committee needed approval from all Clubs before we could go ahead.  

Discussion took place and virtually all of the delegates at the meeting felt it would be a good thing and a ‘win-win’ situation.   It was suggested each Club Coach be informed of this plan and that they may be approached in the future by RPT to help with their own Coach training/techniques.    The delegates were asked to report to their Coaches and ask if they minded their names and details being given.  Mark stated it was ‘early days’ and the committee will need to talk and negotiate with RPT.  Denstone proposed that we go ahead, Esporta seconded the motion and all were in favour, none against.  The Chairman promised to report back to the Clubs.

 

ii. Cup Matches:  We had tried putting the Cup Matches to the end of the season for completion by Christmas/31st December, but still there is apathy.  Nigel pointed out the 3 trophies which were attractive and valuable so were surely worth aiming for. The meeting was asked for suggestions.  One suggestion was that we have set dates for the matches.  This is exactly how the Cup Matches were run for a number of years, but unfortunately the apathy started at this time.  Another

suggestion was that we have 1-day Tournaments.  1 day for each, Men’s, Ladies and Mixed.  Discussion took place as to venue.  The point was raised that only players who had played in the Burton League should be eligible.  It was agreed that they should have had to play at least twice in the Burton League matches before they could be entered.  This was proposed by Denstone and  seconded by Lichfield.   Unanimously agreed.  

The delegates gave the Committee permission to go away and sort it out – with the possibility of RPT organising something

 

 iii. Etwall  John Hill from Etwall advised all that they had a new Sports Complex and the entrance/access was different.  Visitors now have to report to Reception to gain entry.  At present, although not for long, the old way access was available but it is planned to block this off.

 

iv. Name & address details Jo asked all Clubs if they had any changes to their details during the season to advise all Clubs themselves.

 

V 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. for refreshments and finalising of fixtures.  Everyone agreed the venue was good and so was the food.

 

--oo0oo--

